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with dozens of specialty food stores, retail
shops, wholesale markets, street vendors,
and different restaurants thar operate 24
hours a day, 7
days a week,
The addirion
of a new, retail
development
just seems to fit
in well there,”
he said.

Tom Listwak,
President of
Bfn kﬂVitZ— Sta—
foods, couldnt
agree more.

" “The Serip Cen-
ter will add to
an ever-changing Strip District. A rebirth of

sorts has taken place, with new residential
developments and new retail possibilities
such as The Strip Center,” he said. “Many
things have changed here in the last five or
ten years, and they'll probably change even
more in the future. All of which is good for
the Serip!”
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Tom Listwak

It’s no surprise that the development site
would be Focated next to The Cork Factory,
a 297-unit apartment redevelopment of the
old industrial property. The Cork Factory
houses approximately 500 tenants who
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would benefic from, and patronize, The
Strip Center once it is comlp]ctcd. “That
project next door is certainly a bonus to us,
as well as to the developer. I think The Strip
Center will be a great amenity to The Cork
Factory and vice versa,” said Listwak.

Walsh agrees “We'd like to clean up and
develop our site because we want it to be
an extension of what The Cork Factory is
now.”

Listwak also acknowledges the murually
beneficial connection between the residen-
tial and retail developments. “The Strip
Center, combined with the conversion of
the Wholey cold storage space into condo-
miniums, the existing apartments at The
Cork Factory, and other planned residential
developments in the Strip are all positive
steps for the Strip District and the City of
Pittsburgh,” he said.

Whatever calculus inspired The StriF Cen-
ter development idea, Cannon concludes
that sometimes business decisions are also
affected by a desire to do something good
for a beloved community like the Strip
Districrt.

“The Strip is a grear neighborhood, and we
look forward to building something that
will help generate more traffic and create
even more positive activity there.”
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